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President’s Address 
Iowa City Meeting I. L. A., July, 1926. 


By Hon. C. V. Findlay, Mayor of 
Ft. Dodge 


It would be idle for me, a layman, to 
attempt a discussion of topics that pre- 
tend to represent technicalities of the 
library. I desire, therefore, to raise a 
few questions pertinent to a layman vet 
dealing directly with the library. 

I was a small boy when my father 
homesteaded in northwest Iowa. He 
helped to make the government survey 
in our county. We battled the north- 
west blizzards, fought the grasshoppers, 
experienced the pinch of want, and 
wrestled with the usual problems that 
confronted the pioneers. What could 
these parents do for three intellectually 
hungry boys under such circumstances! 
We were actually starving for reading 
matter. You would not believe me if 
I were to tell you how I smuggled read- 
ing matter of every sort into the field or 
wherever I might be working and unob- 
served .stole time for reading. I was 
caught many times, but the penalties are 
forgotten. I pledged myself over and 
over that when I became a man, I would 
have books and reading matter. I have 
redeemed that pledge in part, but there 
has been one thing lacking, that was the 
time necessary for reading. So the de- 
sire for reading begun in childhood has 
not yet been satisfied. The compensa- 
tion for growing old, to which I anx- 
iously look forward, is the time when I 
"shall be able to sit down and read until 
I am satisfied. 

That brings me to the county library 
question. I am aware that this topic 
will be ably presented on this floor, but 
bear with me long enough that it may 
be said that this is the next great prob- 
lem for library people to solve. I know 
of nothing so challenging as the pros- 
pect of a library wagon going regularly 
through every community and leaving 
good reading matter for boys and girls 
no doubt as hungry for reading as I 
was at their age. 

Here in lowa we have brought to our 
_boys and girls the best in the way of 
school privileges, wholesome entertain- 
ment, and church training. Why not 


make their paradise complete by bring- 
ing to them the choicest of books? 


I want to say a word about dirty liter- 
ature. It is not exactly a thing about 
which we like to boast, but the plain 
truth is that in the matter of literary 
lewdness we have taken the lead away 
from the French. For years Americans 
in the French capital were accustomed 
to marvel that a civilized nation should 
openly permit the sale of such filth, and 
it was taken to indicate that the Freneh, 
as a whole, were essentially a dirty 
minded people. 

Persons smuggled home these Pa- 
risian periodicals and stealthily passed 
them around among their friends. It is 
not necessary that they do so now. They 
can get, here in the ‘‘old home town,” 
and find not only more such publica- 
tions but dirtier, both as to art and as 
to reading matter. In a very few 
months we have produced a great smut 
crop of a coarseness that is peculiarly 
our own. When we stop to analyze, 
serutinize, and check up, there are here 
presented more reasons for apprehen-~ 
sion and alarm as to the future than any 
other single symptom in America today. 
I am certain the multiplicity of the 
periodicals which frankly and with a 
surpassing vulgarity cater to the sexual 
appetite has not been generally grasped. 

This cheap and sexually suggestive 
fiction in magazine form carries little 
or no advertising and goes to the deal- 
ers by’ express. It cannot circulate 
through the mails because it is too filthy. 
Candid news dealers tell you that the 
demand for this sexual literature is 
enormous, that there is no way of satis- 
fying the appetite. Those who buy one 
of these libidinous periodicals will buy 
every similar one on the shelves. That 
is why there is a constantly increasing 
number of these publications. I am told 
that eighteen new ones have been offered 
the public during the past six months. 

It seems incredible that more general 
attention should not have been centered 
on this great bumper American smut 
crop, at least by those who professedly 
coneern themselves about the morals of 
the people. Certainly, a more fruitful 
field for a moral crusade would be hard 
to conceive. Can we not join in an ef- 
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fectual crusade against these porno- 
graphic periodicals? Does this flood of 
prurient literature cater to a passion im- 
possible to wholly curb or control? This 
flood of libidinous and salacious litera- 
ture ought to suggest to those who think 
ahead and clearly that here is a greater 
menace to the future than any social- 
istic, communistic, or bolshevistic propa- 
ganda that can be devised. 

One thing is sure. This increased 
public demand for bad reading matter 
means a corresponding decrease in the 
demand for good literature. One of the 
worst things that can be said about a 
nation is that its people is steeped in 
dirty literature. If another year or so 
of this phenomenal spread in pornog- 
raphy is continued unchecked it will be 
possible to say so truthfully about this 
nation. 

A word to librarians: What is the ex- 
perience of an eager student, boy or 
girl, when he enters a library for the 
first time? Which will prove the mas- 
ter? Will it be the student with his 


undeveloped and untrained mind, with 


his ignorance of his own strength and 
weakness and his unconsciousness of the 
tremendous forces locked up in the quiet 
rows of volumes about him? It is cer- 
tain that the books with the terrible odds 
in their favor will prove an overmatch 
for the raw student and leave him for- 
evermore an intellectual parasite or 
slave, unless he be advised wisely by 
some intelligent, sympathetic person. 

Books not merely represent but’ actu- 
ally present the living force of the mas- 
ter spirits of the world. Yet, the stu- 
dent’s road to victory is a plain one. 
He has but to remember that these ser- 
ried ranks of learning have over and 
again found their conqueror. Let him 
fearlessly confront the marshaled col- 
umns, calmly estimate their power and 
his own strength and offer battle on his 
vantage ground instead of theirs, and, 
without a blow the whole frowning host 
will surrender at discretion. 

What should be the mark of an edu- 
cated person? Indisputably clearness 
of mental vision, the power to see things 
as they are. It matters not whether we 
find the source of the world’s evil in 
the heart or in the head. The heart, 
however, is a readier responding instru- 


ment than the head. A man’s desires 
may be converted to righteousness in 
a moment; while a long lifetime may 
leave him still in the primary school 
of conduct. 

Apart from direct teaching and gen- 
eral human intercourse, a liberal educa- 
tion may be derived from three sources 
of experience—observation, thought, 
reading—each of which is indispens- 
able to the highest development of edu- 
cation. Take out observation, leaving 
only reading and thought, and the per- 
son becames a mere bookworm or re- 
cluse. Take out thought, and the fullest 
observation and reading will produce 
only an intellectual busybody—a par- 
rot. Take out reading, and the observa- 
tion, with the thought it will awaken, 
may result in shrewdness, even pri - 
fundity, but they can give little breadth. 

There is a sense in which reading is 
more important than either thought or 
observation. It extends observation in- 
definitely while it stimulates, nourishes, 
and corrects thought. Through read- 
ing, knowledge is made cumulative so 
that one generation may stand on the 
shoulders of the preceding. It is not 
its intellect that renders the modern 
world superior to antiquity, but its in- 
tellect plus the heritage of two thousand 
years of thought and discovery trans- 
mitted to it through books. 

There are two superstitions widely 
prevalent among young readers, that 
only old books are good and only new 
books interesting. It is true that the ° 
standard character of a great book is 
not always recognized at once. While 
their very modernness lends to some new 
books an interest that is their only at- 
traction, the reader who knows his own 
advantage will be wise enough to judge 
every book upon its merits and not upon 
the accident of its date of publication. 

Is the average student or young per- 
son who patronizes the library conscious 
of the fact that there are other reasons 
for reading, distinct from the foregoing, 
though all co-operative to the same end? 

The first is reading for general cul- 
ture. Of all our duties, this is the most 
pleasurable. It is by no means mere 
pastime for we may make the most seri- 
ous work of it; yet, there is probably no 








































































































other use of books that, to the active 
mind, is so free from drudgery or brings 
such constant enjoyment. It is seldom 
realized by the young, however, that to 
most persons the opportunity of reading 
for general culture ends with the period 
of youth. 


Culture should mean rather such a 
training of the tastes and the sympathies 
as shall enable one to appreciate the 
noblest that man has expressed in litera- 
ture and art, during the long experience 
of the race. Such a culture is the best 
fortification that any young person can 
throw around his higher nature; but, 
unless the foundations of this culture 
are laid as early as the period of college 
life, they are not likely to be laid at all. 


Perhaps the purpose most frequently 
associated with reading is special infor- 
mation, and, therefore, its nature and 
importance need not here be enlarged 
upon. A less definite, but no less valu- 
able acquirement through books is gen- 
eral information. That bird’s-eye view 
of the whole field of knowledge that 
saves a man from being anywhere en- 
tirely a stranger. The indirect results 
of such intellectual breadth are far- 
reaching. 

Another legitimate purpose in read- 
ing is to fit one’s self for intelligent con- 
versation. There are certainly worse 
ways of spending one’s time though it 
is perhaps wiser to seek this object in- 
directly. Our age is intolerant of 
*‘‘great conversers,’’ who are apt to be 
mere monopolists of conversation. 

A form of reading which closely con- 
cerns the student is reading for produc- 
tion. That may be done dishonestly as 
when a poetaster, pencil in hand, gathers 
the material for his verse out of the vol- 
umes of the British poets; or honestly, 
as when a student seeks from books the 
information necessary to prepare him- 
self for an article or a debate. There is 
also an indirect mode of reading for 
reproduction, which .seeks its end 
through inspiration or stimulus to 
thought. Many a young writer has 
found a few pages of Bacon, De Quin- 
cey, Emerson, or Lowell an effective 
loosen®? of ‘‘hide-bound brains.’’ 

A further purpose in reading is that 
of inspiration to reading itself. Just as 
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some, like Wordsworth and Thoreau, 
make us eager to throw our books aside 
and escape into the freedom of nature; 
so other writers such as Macaulay and 
Whipple prick us on to the pursuit of 
knowledge from books. 


Perhaps the most important of all 
uses to which reading may be applied is 
that of incentive to noble living, or more 
subtly, though not less powerfully, as a 
persuasive influence in the elevation of 
character. In most books, indeed, the 
moral effect must be reckoned with. 
Though our purpose in reading is purely 
intellectual, the heart as well as the head 
will insist upon its tribute. 

One last word of encouragement. We 
cannot read all books. We must even 
resign ourselves to the reading of only 
a small fraction of the world’s litera- 
ture; but the most devoted reader can 
do little more. Our utmost is, after all, 
not so far behind the highest utmost. 
We can, therefore, take courage and 
choose for our motto; ‘‘ Learning is long, 
life is short, let no day pass without a 
chapter.’’ 

All of this is said with one objective. 
You librarians can do a great service 
by directing the beginner and the un- 
initiated to a purpose in reading. If 
the purpose can be instilled into a per- 
son, the habit of reading will follow 
naturally. If the good Book did not 
warn against covetousness, I fear I 
would not be able to resist the tempta- 
tion to covet the librarian her oppor- 
tunities. 

Iowa Library Association 
Iowa City Meeting 

The midsummer meeting of the L. L. 
A. held at Iowa City on July 6th to 
8th will be long remembered because of 
the large attendance, because of the ex- 
cellent program and because of the 
warmth of the occasion. However, not- 
withstanding the supreme heat everyone 
present voted it a most enjoyable meet- 
ing. 

The presence of the large class in 
summer school and the staff of the Uni- 
versity Library increased the attend- 
ance, nevertheless the number present 
equaled or exceeded that of any previous 
meeting. 





The association is greatly indebted to 
the University and the University Li- 
brary which through Mr. Kaiser and his 
staff added so much to the program and 
to the pleasure of all in attendance. 
The arrangement of all details was well 
taken care of and the dinners and lunch- 
eons as well as the program were very 
enjoyable. 


It might be well to state that the book 
lists generally distributed in connection 
with the book talks were omitted at this 
time as so short a period had passed 
since the district meetings. These lists 
will be mailed during the fall. 

The meeting was held in the historic 
Senate Chamber of the Old Capitol, 
Hon. C. V. Findlay, Mayor of Fort 
Dodge, presiding. 

President Walter A. Jessup of the 
State University extended a cordial wel- 
come to the visitors. He considered it 
fitting that the State University should 
be host to the librarians of the state as 
both university and libraries are en- 
gaged in the work of education. He ex- 
pressed the hope that the librarians 
would feel the thrill that should be con- 
nected with meeting in such a historic 
building as the Old Capitol of Iowa. 


Mr. Merritt C. Speidell, president of 
the board of trustees of the Iowa City 
library welcomed the librarians on be- 
half of the trustees of that library. 


On motion of Miss Callie Wieder the 
reading of the minutes of the last meet- 
ing was dispensed with and they were 
placed on filed as they had previously 
appeared in the Jowa Library Quar- 
terly. 


Miss Sadie R. Stevens, treasurer of 
the association, submitted the following 
report : 


Receipts 
Balance on *hand Nov. 
11, 1925 
received during 
545.00 


Dues 


$1,037.44 
Expenditures 


eres ote $675.54 
Balance on hand July 5, 1926. 361.90 


$1,037.44 
On motion of Miss Mitchell of 


Keokuk the treasurer’s report was ac- 
cepted and placed on file. 
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Miss Julia A. Robinson, Secretary of 
the Library Commission, then gave her 
report as required by the constitution. 
As most of the items of this report have 
appeared in the Quarterly they will not 
be repeated here. 

On motion of Mrs. Bowman the report 
of Miss Robinson was accepted and 
placed on file. 

Mr. Edwin Ford Piper, Professor of 
English in the State University gave a 
very interesting talk on poetry. He said 
that no final estimate of either English 
or American poetry can be made as any 
estimate must always be a_ personal 
opinion. He also said that no great poet 
lives now in either England or America. 
It is only once in a hundred years that 
any nation produces a really great poet 
so we need not be discouraged. Mr.Piper 
delighted his audience by reading a 
number of his own poems, most of them 
descriptive of pioneer life. 

The following committees were ap- 
pointed by the president: 

Resolutions 

Mrs. Laura M. Duncan, Albia 
Miss Frankie Barker, Villisca 
Miss Frances Warner, Ames 

Nominating 

Mrs. Jessie Gordon, lowa City 
Mrs. Cora P. Millard, Burlington 
Miss Mary Kingsbury, Hampton 


The program Tuesday evening opened 
with music by Walter Kolonowski. Fol- 
lowing this Mr. George B. Utley, Librar- 
ian of the Newberry Public Library, 
took the librarians on a verbal ‘‘Tour 
of inspection’’ of American libraries. 

Mr. Utley traced the amazing growth 
and development of libraries in the last 
fifty years showing how public senti- 
ment has changed, the general attitude 
toward libraries at the present time 
being friendly. This may constitute an 
element of danger as the librarian is less 
liable to be alert. He pleaded for pub- 
licity feeling that newspapers would 
print what the librarians wrote. 

He also advocated book service 
through county libraries saying that 
75% of the counties of California had 
county library service. There are also 
some shining examples found in Ohio, 
Maryland, Indiana, Minnesota and Ore- 
gon. Librarians are eloquent on this 

















subject among themselves, then why not 
be eloquent in their communities? He 
considered that librarians were serving 
their communities and schools better 
than ever notwithstanding their large 
executive duties. He emphasized the 
necessity of comradship between the li- 
brarian and assistants, advocated a prac- 
tical method of cooperative book order- 
ing through which all libraries could 
order such books as they. want. 

He considered that every librarian 
should strive to be broadly informed 
and generally intelligent in order to 
make their work efficient and effective. 

Following this address an informal 
reception was held at the Memorial 
Union under the auspices of the Iowa 
City Library Club which was much en- 
joyed b. all in attendanice. 


Wednesday Morning 


‘*Library Publicity’’ was the theme 
of the opening discussion on Wednesday 
morning. This was introduced by Prof. 
Frederick J. Lazell of the University 
School of Journalism. Prof. Lazell said 
‘‘A paper is a newspaper, not a pub- 
licity paper. News value and service to 
the community are the two things which 
make a story attractive to the newspaper 
man. Book reviews to be acceptable 
must contain news of the book rather 
than literary theory.°’ Mr. Lazell em- 
phasized the fact that at all times li- 
brary publicity material should be writ- 
ten from a news angle. 

Mr. Merritt C. Speidel, editor of the 
Iowa City Press Citizen continued the 
discussion by saying ‘‘The library is a 
source of wealth of news which should 
be appreciated. Much live information 
on a live subject can be garnered there.’’ 
He thought the community would con- 
sider as a benefit to the community any- 
thing which was of benefit to the library 
but suggested that librarians should not 
write library items twice in the same 
way. 

Round Tables filled the remainder of 
the morning session and proved a very 
interesting part of the program. The 
following leaders had charge of the vari- 
ous sections: 

Trustees, Mr. R. S. Galer, Mt. Pleas- 
ant 
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Large Libraries, Mrs. Cora P. Millard, 
Burlington 

Children’s and School Librarians, 
Miss Florence Inghram, Council Bluffs 

College and Reference Libraries, Miss 
Isabelle Clark, Grinnell College, Grin- 
nell. 

(Reports of the Round Tables will 
be printed in this or subsequent issues.) 


Wednesday Afternoon 


The program on Wednesday after- 
noon opened with a Book Conversation 
between the ghost of Helen of Troy, rep- 
resented by Miss Lydia M. Barrette of 
Mason City, and the ghost of Helen Me- 
Gill, represented by Miss Callie Wieder 
of Waterloo. Twenty-eight books were 
discussed, a list of which was distribut- 
ed to the audience, containing on its 
margin county library propaganda. 
(This is not intended as a buying list 
for small libraries.) This conversation 
was a clever performance and much ap- 
preciated by the audience. 

The program as planned called for 
an address following the Book Conver- 
sation by Miss Harriet Long of Madison, 
Wis., on ‘‘County Libraries.’’ In Miss 
Long’s absence on account of illness a 
play, ‘‘Why Not,’’ by Miss Long was 
substituted given by the following peo- 
ple all of whom were summer school 
students except President C. V. Findlay, 
Mr. Jackson E. Towne, Mr. K. C. Me- 
Larand and Mrs. Vivian Klemme Ellis. 


Chairman of the County Board. ..... 
pasenrtidesess o% Mr. C. V. Findlay 


Mr. Graham Brooks................ 


et si inhi Mn asia Mr. Jackson E. Towne es 


Mr. Caleb Tight. .Mr. Lester M. Minkel 
Mr. Alex Smart. Mr. Forrest D. Roberts 
Mrs. Samuel Smiles ................ 


Mrs. Andrew Weeps ............... " 
ed ta ema Miss Madolin Wilson 
Mrs. Homer Goodsense............. 


Mr. Joseph Stevens. .Mr. Gerald Sandy 
Mr. MacGowan...... Mr. Arthur Teeter 
Miss Williams...... Miss Alice E. Kirk 
Mr. Aaron Weed..Mr. K. C. McLarand 
Mrs. Susan Springer. . Miss Lois Croueh 
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The play very cleverly voiced the op- 
position to county libraries and gave 
the arguments answering that opposi- 
tion. The burden of the opposition was 
increased taxes and jealousy of small 
town libraries. The play brought out 
the economy of centralized libraries 
capable of supplying the entire county 
efficiently instead of inefficient service 
in small libraries growing out of in- 
adequacy of voluntary contributions as 
a means of support. 

At the close of the afternoon session 
the librarians had the pleasure of seeing 
the book caravan which had _ been 
planned by the Committee on County 
Libraries. 

The closing address of Wednesday 
afternoon was given by Dr. Samuel P. 
Orton, Director of the Psychopathic 
Hospital of the State University, on 
““Towa’s Mobile Mental Clinic.’’ Dr. 
Orton said that the change in name from 
lunatic asylum and insane asylum to 
State Hospital is a significant fact in 
the improvement from chaining mental 
defectives to the walls in the basement 
of courthouses to the present treatment 
of unfortunates and shows the study 
which the subject has received. 

Because the state hospitals are not 
equipped for the observation and inves- 
tigation of all patients is the reason why 
the Psychopathic Hospital was estab- 
lished at Iowa City. No legal committ- 
ment is necessary. Any case of abnor- 
maley is accepted. Most cases are sent 
by physicians, lawyers or social workers. 

Dr. Orton gave an interesting account 
of the work done in Green County by 
a group of workers from the Psycho- 
pathic Hospital and stated that any 
county could make arrangements to se- 
cure such workers for their county to 
make a survey of people in need of 
treatment. 

On Wednesday evening the librarians 
had the pleasure of listening to a very 
interesting comedy, ‘‘ Rollo’s Wild Oat’’ 
given by University Players under the 
direction of Prof. Chester M. Wallace of 
the Department of Speech. 


Thursday Morning 


On Thursday morning the business 


meeting was held. The first report was 
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that of the Resolutions Committee which 
follows : 

Resolved: That the lowa Library Associa- 
tion expresses its appreciation of the hospi 
tality and entertainment received at this 
meeting, to the Library Club of Iowa City, 
to the members of the faculty of the Uni 
versity and to Professor Kaiser, whose untir- 
ing efforts before and during this’ conven 
tion has served to make this meeting mem- 
orable in the history of the Iowa Library 
Association. ' 


Resolved also: .That we deeply deplore the 
death of Mrs. H. J. Howe of Marshall- 
town. During the years of her service as a 
member of the Library Commission she was 
ever an inspiration and help because of her 
clear judgment and enthusiasm. 

Be it further resolved: That the members 
of the Association work and talk for better 
legislation and vote at the coming election 
for candidates who will pledge themselves 
to further the interests of library work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Laura M. Dunean, Chairman, 
Frankie J. Barker 
Frances Warner 


On motion of Miss-Rosemond the reso- 
lutions were adopted. 

The report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee made by Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon 
of Iowa City recommended the fol- 
lowing for election to office in the Lowa 
Library Association for the coming year. 
President, Johnson Brigham, State Li- 

brary, Des Moines 
First Vice President, Charles H. Brown, 

College Library, Ames 
Second Vice President, 

Public Library, Clinton 
Treasurer, Mary Lee, Publie Library, 

Oskaloosa (To fill the unexpired term 

of Sadie Stevens of Carroll, resigned ) 
Secretary, Olive Ryder, Publie Library, 

Ames 
Registrar, Abbie J. 

Library, Cresco. 

Mr. Kaiser moved that the secretary 
cast the ballot for the names as nomin- 
ated. Carried. 

Miss Lydia Margaret Barrette, Chair- 
man of the County Library Committee, 
submitted the following report: 


Cost of Book Wagon 
Chevrolet chassis .... 
Body built to contract 


Mary Egan, 


Converse, Public 


. aa «= $441.00 


$673.96 
Paid on July ist as shown 


treasurer's rt 6 
Balance due according to contract. $191.00 


It is recommended that service charges covering 


$673.96 
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oil and possible 1 printing, insurance and 
sha 


incidental nses be made as follows: 
ST EER. Wn 46a ale O 40.654 5 ie wt $25.00 
Per day within the county..... 5.00 


Per day outside county. .$8 to $10.00 
3,000 ‘publicity cards to be furnished each county 
gs week, Cards sold separately at $1.50 per 
0. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lydia Margaret Barrette, 
Chairman County Library Committee. 


It was moved by Miss Rosemond that 
the report be accepted. Carried. Miss 
Barrette also gave the itinerary of the 
book wagon to October first. On motion 
of Miss Robinson the car was christened 
**Miss Lydia.’’ 

Dr. Wilson of North Carolina, Inspec- 
tor of Summer School Courses in Train- 
ing for Librarianship, gave a, short talk 
on his work. 

The principal address of the morning 
was given by Dr. W. E. Piek of the Col- 
lege of Education of the University of 
Minnesota, on the subject ‘‘The Library 
and the School.”’ 

The speaker expressed himself as 
pleased with the spirit of friendliness 
and cooperation that had existed be- 
tween librarians and teachers in the past 
but thought there was need for still 
greater cooperation if desired results 
are to be accomplished. 

A librarian has a personal obligation 
to discharge in her work with the 
schools. She must make an accidental 
environment a controlling environment. 
The school has lost its opportunity by 
not utilizing the library as a school li- 
brary is usually inadequate. 


Pupils will form the habit of going to 
the library when they feel a need for it. 
This habit is worth cultivating for citi- 
zenship will be on a higher plane when 
all pupils possess it. 

The school needs the library more 
than ever before, hence more library 
training is necessary and a higher stand- 
ard for librarianship. Inadequately 
performed service is of small concern. 


The public library and the school li- 
brary should be separate if possible but 
they should pool their resources and 
work out a formula. A High Schoo! 
teacher should not be expected to act as 
school librarian for a good teacher may 
not necessarily make a good librarian. 


104 


A librarian should be able to recog. 
nize individual differences and children 
should not be confined in their reading 
to books assigned to any certain grade. 

Miss Lucile Peterson, registrar, sub- 
mitted the following report on attend- 
ance: 


Trustees present .......... 15 
Visitors present ........... 19 
Summer School students . .52 
Librarians ...........:..167 
a ES ie aes © 253 


This was the largest number ever en- 
rolled at any lowa Library Association 
meeting. Mr. Brigham made some 
touching remarks thanking the associa- 
tion for the honor conferred upon him 
in his election to the presidency of the 
Iowa Library Association. 


Mr. Findlay thanked all who had eo- 


operated with him during his term of 


office and especially Miss Robinson for 
her prompt and continued assistance, 
saying she had aided materially in mak- 
ing the gathering a success and he con- 
sidered the librarians fortunate in hay- 
ing her at the head of the Iowa Li- 
braries. 

Mr. Kaiser was also thanked for his 
untiring assistance in making the meet- 
ing a success. 

Miss Rose, Librarian of the Des 
Moines Public Library, invited the asso- 
ciation to meet in Des Moines next year. 


On motion of Miss Rosemond the 


meeting adjourned. 

At 12.15 a Conference Luncheon was 
enjoyed at the Memorial Union compli- 
mentary to Mr. Brigham at which time 
Dr. Benjamin F. Shambaugh paid 4 
tribute to Mr. Brigham for his connet 


tion with the library work of the state 


for so many years. 

A sightseeing tour was enjoyed in the 
afternoon including visits to museums, 
hospitals, laboratories, libraries and 
gymnasiums. 

Elizabeth Walpole, Secretary: 

Since the adjournment of the lowa 
City meeting Miss Ryder has resigned 
as secretary and Mrs. Gertrude Nelson 


of Audubon has been appointed to that 


office by the Executive Board. 














Mr. Brigham Around the World 


Following the A. L. A. Conference 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson Brigham will sail 
from New York to spend several months 
in travel including a visit to their daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Ida Brigham Storms, in Han- 
kow, China. 

En route to China Mr. and Mrs. Brig- 
ham will visit in Paris and Geneva. 
They will sail from Marseilles on the 
Peninsular and Oriental Line, going by 
way of Suez, Colombo, Singapore and 
Hongkong, to Shanghai. 

They plan to reach Des Moines the 
30th of June next via Japan and 
Hawaii. 

During Mr. Brigham’s absence Mr. 
A. M. Deyoe will serve as acting chair- 
man of the Library Commission. 

Cooperative Book Buying 

In Mr. Utley’s address at the Iowa 
City meeting of the Iowa Library Asso- 
siation reference was made to coopera- 
tive buying as one of the desirable fea- 
tures of library work in the future. It 
caught the ear of some of the librarians 
of the state who are now wondering if 
it need be in the future and are wishing 
to try it for Lowa libraries at once. 

lowa is fortunate ia having the Hertz- 


‘berg Bindery in the state which is will- 


ing to cooperate in this plan in the sale 
of juvenile books and popular copy- 
rights at least. 

A committee has been apointed in 
the Iowa Library Association who will 
soon send out a letter. Lists will be 
sent by the Hertzberg Bindery for the 
librarians to check. The committee con- 
sists of Mrs. Vivian Klemme-Ellis of the 
lowa Falls Publie Library, Elizabeth 
Walpole of Storm Lake Publie Library 
and Mabel Leech of Enlow Library, 
West Branch. Write the committee or 
Miss Robinson for further information. 
_Among the juveniles will be desirable 
titles in the cheaper but attractive edi- 
tions and it will more than pay the li- 
brarians to buy in this re-enforced form 
as there will be no loss of time or cost 
for rebinding. The most recent books of 
‘ourse cannot be secured in this way 
but replacements of the older books and 
juveniles should be so ordered. Below 
is given a statement from the Hertzberg 
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Bindery concerning the Burt and Gros- 


set editions. 
The Hertzberg Bindery is making at- 


tractive, as well as durable. books of 


the Grosset & Dunlap and Burt popu- 
lar copyrights. They are strongly re- 
sewing the books, re-enforcing and bind- 
ing them in attractive colors of buck- 
ram. The jackets, which for the most 
part have handsome pictures, are pasted 
on the front covers. The edges of the 
jacket are pared down so that it will 
fit tightly to the buckram cover and will 
not scuff off. The whole outside of the 
cover is then treated with waterproof 
shellac and waxed which, besides pre- 
serving the cover, further aids in pre- 
venting the picture coming loose. 

A list of about a thousand titles se- 
lected from the reprint publisher’s lists 
will appear shortly with a separate sec- 
tion of the juvenile titles of which there 
is quite a large number in this edition. 
The list will be revised from time to 
time to incorporate the new titles which 
the publishers add to their lists. 

The price will be $1.00 for single 
copies with lower prices for quantities. 
The books are as attractive as the more 
expensive copies of the original pub- 
lishers—in many instances more so— 
and are more durably made. The bind- 
ery guarantees that the books will out- 
wear their usefulness, and believes that 
with reasonable wear they should cir- 
culate more than a hundred times in 
one binding. Buying these books will 
save time, money, and labor expended 
in withdrawing them from circulation 
and sending to the binder. 





Children’s Book Week 
November 7-13 

The observance of this week gives li- 
brarians opportunity to call attention 
to good reading for children in the li- 
brary and the purchase of good books 
for the home in communities without 
publie libraries. Librarians should be 
ready with displays of attractive books 
and lists for distribution as well as other 
publicity material. No one should de- 
pend on publishers’ announcements for 
their purchases or lists for distribution. 
The Library Commission has a new set 
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of graded lists which will be furnished 
free up to 100 copies. Other lists can 
be secured from the commission. 

Borrow from the commission or write 
to the National Association of Book 
Publishers, 25 W. 33rd St., New York 
City, for the material listed below: 

Book Week Projects for Teachers 

Club Programs for Book Week 

Recent Magazine Articles on Books 

Important book lists 

Posters, ecards, slides, stickers and 
bookmarks 

The commission also has plays featur- 
ing children’s books which may be bor- 
rowed. 

The October-December number of the 
Quarterly of past years contains ac- 
counts of observances of libraries and 
communities which may be suggestive. 
Posters also may be borrowed from the 
commission though local ones are often 
more effective. Do something. 


New Graded Lists 


A new series of graded lists has been 
issued by the Library Commission. One 
hundred or less of each list will be fur- 
nished free. A small charge will be 
‘made for over one hundred. 








Why Should Everybody Be Interested 
in a County Library 

Because it will furnish free books on 
all subjects for reading and study. 

To school children, 

To organizations of all kinds, 

To individual readers. 

Because it will give everybody in 
the county all the privileges the pub- 
lie library offers to town people. 


A County Library vs. Local Libraries 
or State Service 

One central library cheaper than sev- 
eral small local libraries. 

Will serve portions of the county 
where local library is impossible. 

Makes more books available than 
small library can afford to buy. 

Makes more efficient service possible. 

Saves time of transportation involved 
in state service and gives opportunity 
for personal choice. 

Justified by every reason which jus- 
tifies city tax supported library. 
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Abroad in Iowa With the Book Car 


One of the very interesting features 
of the fowa City meeting was the arrival 
of the book car long announced and ex. 
pected. Not only the librarians but the 
university students manifested great in. 
terest in the car and what it represented, 


A number of interesting incidents re 
ported by librarians who had first used 
the car have already been incorporated 
in a magazine article sent to the A. | 
A. on request and are not repeated here 


A short account of the travels of 
the car may be of as much interest t 
the librarians of the state as to the seere 
tary who has received a thrill every time 
an account of a librarian’s expetience 
with the car was received. 


A description of the car is ha 
necessary as so much has already been 
said of it, and its picture appears on the 
front cover. The color is yellow. Th 
body is a Chevrolet and the top was 
built to order by the Kratzer Carriage 
Company. 


Between the lowa City meeting and 
the last of October visits will have been 
made to Warren, Story, Cerro Gordo, 
Monona, Pottawattamie, Black Hawk, 
Howard, Seott, Webster, Hardin, Mar 
shall, Polk and Franklin Counties. Ii 
addition the car was present at the 
State Fair and at the meeting of the 
Board of the Iowa Federation of Wom 
ens Clubs in Des Moines and du 
October will probably visit a number 
district meetings of the Women’s Clubs. 

As previously announced the books 
and driver are furnished by the Library” 
Commission and Donald and Maleolm 
Dailey have taken turns driving. 
some cases the books have been removed 
by librarians using the car and theif 
own books substituted and loaned. Many” 
librarians report a sale of country 
tickets which very nearly covers the cost” 
of the service charge, of $25.00 per week 

Miss MeCoy of the Indianola Publi 
Library (Warren County) writes Te 
garding their first visit: ‘‘We met with — 
perfectly wonderful response. We spent 
all day Friday, and a longer day than” 
I should care to spend again, and Satur 
day morning and made forty-eight stop® 
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Many interesting items 


in that time. 
expressed a wish 


occurred and many 


that they had something to sign whieh 
would make the coming of a county li- 
brary and a book wagon certain.”’ 


Miss Ryder of the Ames Publie Li- 
brary (Story County) writes: ‘‘Getting 
into the homes and becoming acquainted 
helped most of all. Had we had a 
longer time to prepare and had the peo- 
ple along the way been looking for us on 
a certain day or time I should have been 
more nearly satisfied. One fat, bearded 
farmer inquired if it was not a ‘pretty 
expensive buggy.’.”” 

Miss Ausbury of Nevada in the same 
county writes: ‘‘We visited a farm bu- 
reau, meeting with over 100 people pres- 
ent, who listened attentively and asked 
many questions.” 


Miss Barrette of the Mason City Pub- 
lie Library (Cerro Gordo County) 
writes: ‘‘We circulated sixty-six books 
from the book wagon and sold twelve 
memberships, which shows a definite de- 
sire on the part of the country people 
for books and service. Our evening 
meetings brought good crowds and we 
had community singing and ukeleles. I 
have made three speeches on county li- 
braries this week and was invited to 
present the matter to the supervisors. I 
don’t think results are coming imme- 
diately here but I can see growth in 
interest.’’ 

From Monona County Mrs. Burgess 
of Onawa writes: ‘‘We have a big 
county and I realize now that I had too 
strenuous a program mapped out. I 
think the idea was pretty well sown. Be- 
sides talking to groups and individuals 
we left our literature in mail boxes as we 
drove along and we know they got it 
as different ones told us afterwards that 
they did. 


_ We had arranged for various meet- 
ings. In one place not scheduled, how- 
ever, they were so insistent that we put 
in an extra meeting. They were so anx- 
lous for a library they wanted to cireu- 
late a petition to be presented to the 

rd of supervisors. But the present 
board is hopeless so they may proceed 
with their township trustees. There are 
other townships just as enthusiastic. I 
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hope these efforts will bring results. I 
wish I had the wherewithal to follow up 
the week’s campaign.”’ 

From Pottawattamie County Miss 
Canon of Council Bluffs writes that she 
feels very much encouraged about parts 
of the county although everywhere the 
ery of tax is made. She feels sure that 
the demand for books will have to come 
from farm bureaus, schools and the P. 
T. A. and if they make demands the 
county fathers will listen. 

From Black Hawk County, Waterloo 
Public Library, Miss Wieder reported 
a very encouraging and profitable time 
at various places and _ consolidated 
schools are strongly considering con- 
tracts with the Waterloo Publie Li- 
brary. At Cedar Falls they could have 
used the whole staff in explaining county 
libraries, as by the middle of the after- 
noon the two who were there were nearly 
exhausted. The work done with super- 
intendents of consolidated schools and 
teachers from independent districts in 
attendance at the State Teachers Col- 
lege was very profitable and should 
show results in other parts of the state. 

Only one day was spent in Howard 
County and this .at the County Fair 
and Miss Crosley did not feel it had 
been particularly satisfactory because 
of the interest of the fair attendants in 
other matters. 

Miss Shellenberger of the Davenport 
Public Library (Scott County) writes 
‘IT am now figuring on a tax levy and 
a budget and looking into funds for 
rural school libraries. The county super- 
intendent seems very much interested 
and I wonder if we could not get them 
to pool their funds with the county 
library project. I shall make my Sep- 
tember report to the board mainly the 
activities of the book wagon.”’ 

‘**How can I get a book from the 
book wagon?’ was the ery heard from 
many bare-footed youngsters who were 
ready to greet the car as it traveled 
through the towns. Farmers came out 
to ask questions and to admire, and 
ealled for their wives to look at the 
books. In many places books were 
loaned, especially to children. The min- 
ister at LeClair said that all the boys 
should have a book and he would see 


















that they came back to the library. The 
bakery did the same at Dixon. Besides 
the privilege of the books this created 
a good community spirit. 

Perhaps the most gratifying event of 
the whole three days was when the three 
county supervisors came in a body to 
the book wagon and talked over the 
problem with us. I tell you that was 
an exciting moment. They seem to feel 
that they are ready to levy a tax but 
their constituents are not yet ready for 
it. So we must wait. 

In each place we visited we had a rep- 
resentative group of the community. Of 
course there were the children and the 
mothers, but the bankers and the doc- 
tors, the preachers and the business 
men as well as the laboring men came 
to see us and everywhere they said 
“What shall we do to get this kind of 
library service? Where shall we be- 
gin?’ ”’ 

Miss Hopper, librarian at Ft. Dodge 
(Webster County) sends the following: 
‘*T feel as if we had made a big start 
and have at least three towns ready to 
make contracts. The point is how much 
service can we give for the amount of 
money these little towns can give us? 


On our drive through the country we 
gave out books and the way they were 
received astonished as well as rejoiced 
me. We found in each locality some re- 
sponsible person who promised to return 
the books to us and so far our plan is 
working well. From three towns we 
have had the question sent in ‘When 
will the book wagon be back?’ 

Our itinerary for the last two days 
took us to fourteen places. When we 
reached the main street of these little 
towns we began honking our horn furi- 
iusly and it attracted the attention of 
the people and by the time we stopped 
we usually had an interested crowd. 
Then the girls went into the little stores 
leaving advertising cards and bringing 
out store keepers, purchasers, loafers, 
ete., to the wagon. 

I staid with the wagon meeting the 
people and explaining and giving ont 
books. I must say it » mo culivenine 
process. Never dil | ire-ciy wit a rea! 
small town was like and the s° irvedness 
of people for book:. If a man dil not 
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want one for himself he carried it 
in many cases for his children. In fag 
in many places the children swarmed 
after us as though we were a pied PM, 
on wheels. é 

We tried in every town to meet 
mayor or some of the council and 7 
make friends with the editors of the 
country papers. We had of course 
vertised our coming. 

The last day Mr. Findlay was with ® 
and he seems to be known and loved 
every man, woman and child in the 
county and his presence was a wonder 
ful inspiration and help. If the 
library comes in Welister it will be Me 
Findlay who did it. I wish we conlj 
have the wagon again later in the fall 
for a follow up trip.’’ (Which ther 
probably will have). 

This is the last report to the dated 
the going to press of the Quarterly but. 
more will be e included later. 


New Traveling Library Art Exhibit 

A new Traveling Library Art Ee 
hibit is now available from the Library 
Commission. It consists of the repr 
ductions of the work done by the ehik 
dren in the Vienna School of Arts and 
Crafts in the classes of Prof. Cizek. No 
formal instruction is given in thet 
classes, the children being furnished 
with canvas and paints and allowed @ 
give expression to their own ideas in 
their own manner. 

The results are often surprising 
the pictures in bright colors make an 
tractive exhibit. ~y 

They are mounted on heavy board 
packed in a wooden box for shipment 
The only cost is the’ transportata® 
charge and the period of loan is t0 
weeks but no charge for admission eal 
be made for the exhibits as they are Hi 
property of the state. 






















I. L. A. Archives P 

Papers relating to the organi 
and early days of the I. L. A. coll 
and preserv ed by Miss McLoney and i 
the possesion of the State TTisterical 30" 
viety have heen turned ever by then : 
the Seeretary of the Library Coo 
sion for preservation for the 1 Lg 




































Poem by Iowa Author on Library 
Poster 


An attractive new book poster re- 
cently issued by Gaylord Bros. contains 
a poem by Mrs. LeCron of Des Moines. 
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lowa libraries could use it to advantage 
for window as well as library displays. 
The poem follows. 


In a Public Library 


Now hush, my dear, and hark, my dear 

and won’t you please be quiet? 

Speak gently if you speak at all, and 
let your words be brief! 

We're in the House of Books, my dear 
the peaceful House of Books, my 
dear, 

So keep each movement softer than 
the falling of a leaf! 


There's peace and joy and life, my dear, 
in places such as this one! 

And ever-bubbling fountains where 
the thirsty come and drink! 
We're in the House of Thoughts, my 

dear,—the peaceful House of 
Thoughts, my dear, 

So let us all sit quiet now and read 
and dream and think. 


New Tax Supported Libraries 


The following towns are to receive an 
appropriation or tax levy for the sup- 
port of their libraries. Library boards 
have been appointed and organized in 
all cases. Akron, Alton, Grand June- 
tion, Greene, Lake Mills, Lake View. 
Morning Sun, Northwood, Orange City 
and Sutherland. 


Book By An Iowa Author 

Miss Margaret J. McElroy of Des 
Moines, who assisted last year in the 
Library Commission office, has a new 
children’s book, ‘‘The Adventures of 
Johnny T. Bear,’’ which has just been 
published by E. P. Dutton. It is a 
quaint, jolly, little story and delight- 
fully illustrated in colors and in black 
and white by James E. Daugherty. It 


. a book every Iowa library should 
ave. 


Albia—Miss Edna Kissick has re- 
signed as libfary trustee and Mrs. Mary 
Humeston has been appointed to fil! the 
unexpired term. 

Ames—Miss Olive Ryder has been 
granted a leave of absence and Miss 
Grace Hill, recently in charge of the 
circulation department of the library 
of the University of Texas, will serve as 
librarian during Miss Ryder’s absence. 

Bloomfield—A booth at the county 
fair was sponsored by the library and 
was in charge of Mrs. Hinkle. 

Cedar Falls— Teachers College — 
Miss Dorothy Charles and Miss Mar- 
jorie True have been recently appointed 
loan desk assistants and Miss Irene 
Ehresman bindery assistant. Miss True 
and Miss Ehresman are graduates of 
the Library School of the University of 
Wisconsin. 

Cedar Rapids—Miss Vera Jane 
Grover, children’s librarian, has _re- 
signed to accept a position in Massillon, 
Ohio. Miss Ruth Phillips of Rochester, 
New York, a graduate of Pittsburg Li- 
brary School, has become children’s li- 
brarian and Miss Kitchel Adkins, with 
one year at the Illinois Library School, 
and for the past year employed in the 
Oklahoma City Public Library, will 
have charge of school work. 

Davenport—Miss Eleanor Ricker, in 
charge of order work, has accepted a 
position in the Los Angeles Publie Li- 
brary. 

Misses Laura McRill and Zella Clapp 
have resigned to attend college. Miss 
MeRill at Drake University and Miss 
Clapp at the State University of Lowa. 

Miss Mildred Senn has been given a 
leave of absence, which she is spending 
in California. She will return about 
the first of January. Miss Elizabeth 
Haines is filling Miss Senn’s position in 
her absence. Misses Gladys Blakely 
and Kathryn Daily of the 1926 Sum- 
mer School class joined the staff Sep- 
tember Ist. Miss Eunice Christiansen 
attended the Summer School of the Uni- 
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versity of Lllinois, finishing the second 
half of the first semester’s work. 

Denison—Miss Grace Meyers, after a 
service of twenty-five years, has resigned 
her position as librarian and Miss Mar- 
garet Hunt has been appointed to fill 
the vacancy. The interior of the library 
has been redecorated. 


Des Moines—Law Library—Mr. A. 
J. Small, librarian, joined the pre-con- 
ference party of the A. L. A. going 
abroad for a five weeks’ trip to England 
previous to the A. L. A. Meeting. 

Des Moines—West High School— 
Miss Helen Frances Pierce of Altoona 
has been appointed librarian. Miss 
Pierce is a graduate of the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa and of the Iowa Summer 
Library School. 

Dubuque—Miss Helen Baldwin, for- 
merly employed as head of the cireu- 
lation department and a graduate in 
June of Simmons Library School, has 
been appointed to a position in the or- 
der department of the University of 
Cincinnati. 

Fairfield — Parsons College — Miss 
Alice Kirk has resigned as librarian to 
accept a position as reference librarian 
in the Berea College (Kentucky) li- 
brary. 

Fayette—The fund which is being 
solicited in amounts of one dollar for 
the library of the Upper Iowa Univer- 
sity has now reached $1,000 and dona- 
tions continue to come in. 

Garner— Superintendent J. R. 
Mounce and Mrs. C. H. Schissell have 
been appointed to fill the vacancies on 
the library board caused by the re- 
moval from town of Superintendent 
Taylor and Miss Jennie Elder. 

Grinnell—A lawn party was given 
on September 10th in honor of the boys 
and girls who completed their summer 
reading with 125 merits. Fathers, 
mothers and teachers were also invited. 

Indianola—After twelve years’ effi- 
cient service on the library board Dr. 
E. E. Seroggs and Prof. C. W. Emmons 
are succeeded by Carl Lane and Dr. G. 
A. Grant. At a recent election by the 
board Don L. Berry was elected presi- 
dent, Mrs. Carl Johnson, vice president, 
and E. A. Goodman, secretary. 

Iowa City—University Library— Wil- 
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liam H. Carlson, formerly of the New 
York State Library has been appointed” 
supervisor of departmental libraries § 
take the place of Mr. Jackson E. Towne” 
who goes to the University of the Git. 
of New York as head of the circulat ion 
and reference departments. 4 

Keokuk—The library has re 
been presented with a piece of whi 
satin ribbon on which is printed a ment | 
of the old Ivins House, a hotel in & 
istence there many years ago. The 
menu bears the date of 1856 and the 
name of Clemens (Mark Twain) a 
printer. It is a valuable and interest: 
ing piece of local history source mate” 
rial. = 

Manchester—Judge Seeds, who 
lived in Washington, D. C., for 
years but always claimed Manchester as 
his home, has recently presented the li. 
brary with five books of old letters, 
financial accounts, newspaper clippings 
and other source material of great eet 
interest to Delaware County people ~ 

Manly—A Labor Day celebration 
was arranged by the ladies for a lib 
benefit and a generous sum cleared 


























the library. y 
Manson—The library was repre 

sented by a booth in the floral hall 

the Calhoun County Fair. os 


Marcus—The members of the ibang 
board had editorial charge of the is 
cus News on September 9th. a etaalll 
matter, feature articles and local ; 
were written by members of the be 
who also solicited advertisements. Abou 
fifty dollars was cleared for the ben 
of the library. 

Marshalltown—Miss Margaret 
of Beatrice, Nebraska, has been elee 
children’s librarian. Miss Lewis is 
graduate of the lowa Summer Lib 
School prior to which time she was 
sistant for four years in the Beat 
Public Library. 

Mason City—Miss Opal Tanner ¢ 
the library staff returns to the Uni 
sity of Minnesota to study for her 
A. which she expects to receive 
June. Miss Shirley Dakin, a gradu 
of the University of Iowa in June, 
beed added to the library staff and 
Fister with two years of college 
and the summer library school cow 
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at the University of Lowa also has a posi- 
tion in the library. 


Mt. Ayr—Mrs. Luella Tidrick has re- 
signed her position as librarian to take a 
college teaching position in the east 
where she will place her children in 
school. Miss Louise Askren of this 
year's Summer School class has been 
elected to fill the vacancy. 


Onawa—Mrs. George Allen has lee 
appointed a member of the library 


hoard to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Mrs. A. W. Mann. 


Reinbeck—A Book Pageant was 
given on September 3rd by the members 
of the Vacation Reading Club, the char- 
acters participating being favorite book 
people. 

Riceville—The annual library benefi: 
held on August 10th consisted of a flow- 
er show held in the auditorium of the 
High School. In addition gifts of 
money and books were made. 


Sheldon—Mrs. Electra McIntire who 
has served as librarian for a number of 
years has resigned and Miss Lora Ship- 
ley has been elected to fill the vacancy. 
Miss Shipley attended the Illinois Sum- 
mer School the past summer. Mr. and 
Mrs. MeIntire will spend the winter in 
California. 


Shenandoah—Miss Blanche Alden, 
assistant librarian, returned to the li- 
brary September Ist after several weeks 
spent in taking a summer course in li- 
brary science at Simmons College, Bos- 
ton. 

Sioux City—Mr. C. W. Sumner, li- 
brarian, has tendered his resignation to 
take effect October 15th. No successor 
has been appointed. Mr. Sumner will 
g0 to Youngstown, Ohio. 

Miss Clarissa Hoskins, supervisor of 
branches, has resigned to accompany 
her family to California. Miss Kather- 
ine Sharp, connected with the library 
for five years in various capacities, will 
become acting supervisor. 

Sioux Rapids—August 6th was Li- 
brary Benefit Day at which time a com- 
munity pienie was held together with a 
band concert, a ball game and other 
amusements. The business houses 
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closed at an early hour. The receipts 
for the library totaled almost $400. 


Spencer—Miss Blanche Watts has 
accepted a position in Ravenna, Ohio, to 
have charge of the city and High School 
libraries. 


Spirit Lake—Miss Addie Gilbert has 
resigned to take a position in Michigan. 
and Mrs. H. 8S. Gramstad has been 
elected to fill the vacaney. Mrs. Gram- 
stad took the Summer Library School 
course at lowa City. 


Storm Lake—The Book Talks which 
have proved such an interesting library 
feature for the past two years were re- 
sumed on September Ist. 


Story City—-A candy sale will be 
held on Barbecue Day to raise money for 
Children’s Book Week. The library 
has received a gift of books from Paul 
H. Olson, a five volume encyclopedia 
from Peter Haerem and duplicate mag- 
azines from the Ames Public and State 
College libraries. 


Toledo—Mrs. Velma Harlow re- 
turned to the library on July 27th after 
completing the six weeks’ course at the 
lowa Summer Library School. 


Waterloo—Miss Lorraine Hallowell, 
head of the circulation department, has 
been granted a leave of absence to at- 
tend Western Reserve Library School. 

Miss Myr! Poland, senior assistant, 
has resigned to take the regular course 
at the Wisconsin Library School. 

Miss Lucille Stull, formerly connected 
with the Waterloo Public Library and 
during the past year a member of the 
staff of the Mason City Public Library, 
has been elected to take Miss Poland’s 
place. 

Miss Mary Eckes has been given the 
position of general assistant during Miss 
Hallowell’s absence. 


Webster City—Mrs. Ruth Hummel 
Isham who has been an assistant in the 
Kendall Young Library for the past 
ten years, will soon leave with her little 
son for Muskogee, Oklahoma, where her 
husband has recently located in business. 
Miss Jessie McMurray of Webster City 
is now a regular assistant in the Ken- 
dall Young Library. 
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Winterset—Mrs. Blanche Howard, 
librarian, has tendered her resignation 
which was reluctantly accepted by the 
board. No suceessor has been appointed. 
The city council recently reduced the 
board from nine to five members but 
inasmuch as there are six members with 
unexpired terms the board must remain 
at six for the present. Philip R. Wil- 
liams has recently been elected president 
of the board and Mrs. Idlewild Catter- 
lin, secretary. 





DEATHS 


Again death has entered the ranks of 
the library trustees of the state and re- 
moved a number of useful and efficient 
members who could ill be spared from 
their local libraries. 


Marsh W. Bailey 

Among these is Marsh W. Bailey, 
president for many years of the library 
board of the Chileote Library at Wash- 
ington. He had early planned attend- 
ance at the Iowa City meeting but 
passed away at his home while it was in 
session. Mr. Bailey was appointed in 
1907 to fill a vacancy on the -library 
board and continually reappointed as 
his term expired. He faithfully re- 
served the night of the library board 
meeting and never missed a meeting if 
at all possible for him to be present. 
He was always interested, progressive 
and ambitious for the library and proud 
when anything worth while was accom- 
plished. The Secretary of the commis- 
sion recalls his attendance at district 
library meetings when he was the only 
man present. The following resolutions 
were unanimously passed by the library 
board at their August meeting: 


We, the survivors of the library board of 
Jane A. Chileote Library, take this ovcasion 
to express our regard for Mr. Bailey as a 
man and as a member of our board, and our 
sense of loss in his untimely death. 


As a man he was always actuated by the 
highest ideals and devotion to duty, espe- 
cially in his public activities. As a member 
of and president of this board, he was ever 
attentive to duty and brought to bear upon 
every responsibility and decision a finely 
cultivated mind and sinecete purpose. 
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Mrs. Amelia Pavlovic 

Mrs. Amelia Pavlovic, member of the 
library board of Sibley and chairman" 
of the Book Committee for a number of 
years, passed away during August 
From the resolutions passed by the } 
brary board the following is copied a 
expressing her value to library inter 
ests in Sibley: 

Resolved—That we express our appreeia 
tion for Mrs. Pavlovie’s clear judgment and 
sympathetic counsel during her years of gery 
ice on this Board. It is a great loss whid 
the library workers will feel for her ideak 
were high and her interest was an inspira 
and uplift to all who came in contact 


her. 
Henry E. Deater 


Shenandoah mourns the loss of Henry 
E. Deater who was laid to rest on Sep 
tember 7th following an illness of sey 
eral weeks. Mr. Deater was appointed 
to the Shenandoah library board in 191] 
and has been vice president for a num | 
ber of vears. cm 
8. Terpstra 

For more than four years the room 
and half the fuel and light for the Hor 
pers Library have been donated by & 
Terpstra, thus making the library poe 
sible to the town. 

On the evening of September 17th Mr 
Terpstra and his little son were caught 
in the flood and drown. The body @ 
the little boy has been found but thi 
of Mr. Terpstra has not. The futured 
the library is uncertain but the grate 
tude of the town is due to Mr. Terpstra, 
for four years of book service which i§ 
donations have made possible and t 
gratitude should take form in . 
tangible way which will continue the 
brary to which he has so generé 
contributed. 
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Book and Periodical Exchange — 

The Osceola Public Library has @% 
of Chautauquans, unbound, which 
be given to the library requesting thes. 
Address Miss Clarice Baird. 

Mrs. Rose B. Mosteller of Adel i 
for sale a two volume History of 8 
Civil War, being the original is 
which appeared in Harpers Weekly 
that period. Any library interes? 
should address Mrs. Mosteller for fit 
ther information. c 
































